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and species with comments on foodplants and distribution in the European

sector of the USSR, and adjacent countries. The keys are based on either

external characters or genitalia and are copiously supported with

illustrations of genitalia, wing venation, alar patterns, other structural

features and selected drawings of larval feedings. Pest species are specially

noted. The work concludes with a bibliography, list of common names of

foodplants and species index.

Because of the dearth of information on microlepidoptera generally, this

translation is particularly welcome. Many of the species described here

occur throughout mainland Europe and into the British Isles, and in all

probability a few of them are yet to be found in the UK. Because parts of

the British fauna are understandably absent from this volume, the main

value lies in the descriptions of species unavailable elsewhere and the clear

illustrations of genitaha. Some species are remarkably cosmopolitan: for

example of the 12 or so species of the Gelechiid genus Caryocolum known
to occur in the UK, the genitalia of nine of them are illustrated in the work

under review.

A few of the Russian words of the original translate rather unhappily

into English, and the reader must take a sympathetic view of nomenclature

—endings such as Prays fraxinellus rather tha.n fraxinel la; names we have

sunk into synonyms still in evidence including, for example, the proud

Lithocolletis. Some of the lists, such as foodplants, are rather strange until

one realises that they were originally arranged in Russian alphabetical

order. All these criticisms are trivial, as microlepidopterists have to be

detectives as well if they are to find their way through the British literature,

let alone that from overseas. We could wish for a volume such as this

covering the British fauna, and the publishers are to be congratulated on

making available this translation. Paul Sokoloff
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RUSSELLFREDERICKBRETHERTON,C.B., M.A., f.r.e.s.

1906 - 1991

It is with great sorrow that we have to announce the death of Russell

Bretherton on the 1 1th January at the age of 84, and only a few days after

the death of his wife. He died quite suddenly from heart failure, but had

suffered for some time from a respiratory disorder.

Born at Gloucester on 3rd February 1906, the son of a solicitor, Russell

was educated at Clifton, and then at Oxford, where he was to become a

Fellow of WadhamCollege. Then followed a distinguished career in the

Civil Service, becoming Under-Secretary for the Treasury, and being

awarded the Companion of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath.

Russell joined the British Entomological and Natural History Society in
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1947, when it was known as the "South London"*. In 1967, he was elected

President, from 1969 - 72 he served as Hon. Treasurer and in 1972 was

made an Honorary Member. Of the Royal Entomological Society of

London he had been a Fellow since 1944.

Russell was the author of well over two hundred publications on

Lepidoptera, many dealing with migration, a subject in which he was

especially interested. A full bibhography is appended. His fine collection he

bequeathed to Reading Museum, together with his books and diaries.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to all his Family.

J.M. Chalmers-Hunt.

Two photographs taken at Horsell, Surrey, showing R.F.B. in the field (Cf. Proc. S. Lond. ent.

nat. Hist. Soc. 1954-55: pit. VII; Proc. S. Lond. ent. not. Hist. Soc. 1955: pit. V.).

R.F. Bretherton circa 1965 (photograph prepared by E.S. Bradford).
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